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learning that Vishnu is the only God, taking innumerable
Avataras to aid creation, while the doctrine is
here clearly stated that the religion of Devotion is
" the primal and eternal religion" (S'anti Rarva,
<A. 647).

Certainly the worship of Vishnu, Narfiyana or Krishna
is of remote age, far antedating the period of surviving
books. A. Govindacarya Svamin boldly asserts that
the Vaishnava Agamas are in fact more or less of Vedic
age, and there is no shred of published evidence which
has come my way to refute him. The Ch^dogycc
Upanisad (7:1:2) gives Narada as naming the ( Eka-
yana f among the sciences he has acquired, and the
Is'wara-samhUa (1 : 18) explains this as devotion, the
only path to Liberation. The same book (l : 26) says :

^ This is the original Bhagavata dharma which in the
Krta age worthy men always observed," and in 1 : 4 fL
tells us that Narada taught this Religion after adoring
Narayana at Badari1 (cf. &anti parva, 644 ff). The
Bh^radvUja-samhita adds that Narada taught that it
was on Sri's (==Radha's) request Narayana gave it to
the world.

Even Bhandarkar, in the Indian Antiquary for June
1889, p. 190, calls the Vis'ishtadvaita religion " a some-
what modified and more methodical form of the ancient
Bhagavata, Ptocharatra, or Sattvata religion, which is
named and described in the Santiparvat
bharata . . . both Vaishnavism and^
coeval with even the earlier portion
1 etes&m sQttvatam s^Qstram upadestum |


